
Cognitive Development Observation
Due to Session 5
Observe the student in an academic group activity.  Pay close attention to the student’s comments and questions. This observation should help you understand how the student processes and expresses their thoughts. 
As you observe how the student solves problems and completes academic tasks, consider how he/she does the following:
· Observes and explores
· Demonstrates curiosity and desire to solve problems
· Asks questions and searches for answers
· Applies information to a new context
· Makes predictions and plans
· Seeks information from various sources
· Constructs arguments
· Provides explanations, etc.

The write-up of each observation (suggested length of 2 pages) must include the following 2 components:

1. Running Record – 1-2 pp
Candidates record each of the three 5-10 minute observations using a running record. This should be completed while observing the student.  A good running record is a detailed observation done at the moment the observed event is occurring.

2.  Inferences -1 page maximum
In the second section of the write up, candidates analyze the observation and share their findings. Candidates focus on what insight the observation has provided into the student's developmental abilities and needs in a specific domain.  Candidates should refer to the course readings on the related developmental domain to connect their inferences to specific developmental theories.  The supporting readings are found in the session in which the observation write-up is due.     

Observations must be completed before the indicated class session above, and all two components of the write-up: the running record and inferences must be submitted on that date. Candidates will receive the Instructor’s feedback on their observation write-ups. Candidates can use this feedback to revise their write-ups.  The final write-ups for all three observations should be turned in together as the Observation Log Session 12 as a part of Assignment 4 Portrait of a Learner.

Candidates will use the Running Record Template to complete all the observations. Please copy/paste this Running record into a separate file to include the actual running record:



OBSERVATION  
Running Record 

Observer: 	Date: October 9th 2020 Time:10:00am
Child’s name, age, and grade: Kristopher, Age 6, 1st Grade Location: P.S.14
Type of observation (Cognitive Development; Emotional/Social Development; Learning): Please circle	
Description of the Context
	· The student has inattentive ADHD and is being observed via virtual learning for 15 minutes.
· Student needs to complete tasks in a matter of time.
· He often participates in class, however, by calling out not to raise a hand.
· Michael was selected for observation because he is currently developing some of his cognitive abilities, and any disorders would be easily identified through the changes and patterns of behavior. He was also a school going child who wanted to see how he related with peers and the teacher during any session.


Description of Child’s Activities/Actions	Comments
	· When I arrived at the student's home, he was virtually learning math.
· He seemed very fidgety and was unable to stay still.
· He interrupted the teacher and other students during the class.
· The teacher asked him a math question, and he answered incorrectly. When the teacher told him it was incorrect, he screamed, “no, it’s not,” and threw his notebook on the floor.
· After the mother calmed him down, he continued but did not want to participate. He then started looking around, and doodling he said, “no, this is boring.”in is a notebook. 
· He seemed very disinterested. His mother kept on telling him to pay attention to his class, and 
 
	This indicates that he is somehow interested in studying because he attends the virtual learning lesson for maths, just like scheduled. He seeks to follow the timetable but his inability to stay indicates that he could have developed the inattentive disorder. Cognitive development involves developing skills and the ability to reason in any given situation. Individuals who develop development challenges have difficulty concentrating in class or controlling their tempers, explaining why he interrupts the teacher anyhow. He seems not to understand when he is corrected when he gives a wrong answer. It could be because he disregards other people's opinions. He had a high temperament that his mother had to intervene to calm down. This could be a psychological disorder. He is easily distracted by his surrounding environment and finds it hard to concentrate on one task to completion. He is somehow passive in class and only answers questions when called out by name. This shows that he lacked interest in class matters and could be because of a disorder. ADHD is a cognitive development disorder with symptoms such as reduced attention in class.




Inferences
	Michael shows that he finds it very difficult to concentrate on the virtual class. This could be caused by a cognitive development disorder, which can be understood through the four stages of cognitive development, as explained by (Piaget, 1976). During the four stages of development, some challenges may come along and may change the child's cognitive abilities and development. At this age, Michael is developing slowly because of a disorder that he has been diagnosed with, which explains why his attentive span is small, and he is even unable to stay still. According to Piaget, children with ADHD may take a longer time to develop their skills and abilities than the other normal and healthy children. Michael's inattention level indicates that cognitive development disorder resulted in poor management of emotions, especially when engaging with other people. Michael is impulsive, which is evident through his behavior of interrupting the teacher and getting hyperactive whenever he disagrees with someone. The mother tries to calm him every time and reminding him to concentrate on the classwork. ADHD causes impaired cognitive development because it affects the domains responsible for functions such as impulse control and memory work (Bandura et al, 1977). The disorders can, therefore, the ability to control impulse activity or emotions.  




REFERENCES.
Bandura, A., Adams, N. E., & Beyer, J. (1977). Cognitive processes mediating behavioral change. Journal of personality and social psychology, 35(3), 125.
Piaget, J. (1976). Piaget’s theory. In Piaget and his school (pp. 11-23). Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg.

